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nothing serious could have occurred, that the English
are a steadfast people, little like the French and
foreigners generally, and not in the least addicted to
revolution ; and that everything would have worked
out quietly for the best. History tells us that the
English people have never shown themselves afraid
to risk a revolution when there seemed no other
means of removing an intolerable grievance and
making it sure that national justice must be done.
The more we study the records of that Reform time,
the more we shall be inclined to believe that England
was brought very near indeed to revolution. How
far were the more influential leaders of the Liberal
Party aware of the threatening danger, and what
thoughts were passing through their minds as to the
preparations that would have to be made, in order to
encounter it ? That, of course, we shall never fully
know. But it is at least certain that some of those
leaders must have found their minds perplexed by
the doubt whether the King would yield to, or would
resist, the advice of the Ministry and the demands of
the country ; and if he should decide upon resistance,
what was to happen next? Were the Liberal leaders
to allow things to drift into mere tumult, or were
they not to take some steps which might provide for
the guidance of the people and secure the country
against the worst ? Suppose the King were to set
himself doggedly against the advice of his Ministers
and were to declare that he would throw in his own
fate, and that of his dynasty, with the action of the
House of Lords ; what would remain to be done in
such a case ? The question must have come up to